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Number of Cloud-To-Ground Flashes
by State from 2006 to 2015

State	 Flashes	 Average Flashes 
		  In 2015	 2006 to 2015

Alabama	    730,828	    747,187

Arizona	    704,526	    606,742

Arkansas	    654,797	    853,135

California	    162,935	      84,772

Colorado	    629,581	    523,788

Connecticut	        8,833	      20,059

Delaware	        8,249	      13,922

D.C.	           795	           683

Florida	 1,412,565	 1,192,724

Georgia	    735,153	    691,449

Idaho	    122,876	      82,194

Illinois	    663,685	    792,479

Indiana	    395,847	    451,499

Iowa	    591,417	    674,486

Kansas	 1,179,272	 1,022,120

Kentucky	    527,869	    533,960

Louisiana	    864,949	    813,234

Maine	      42,733	      53,378

Maryland	      71,391	      81,506

Massachusetts	      15,182	      24,823

Michigan	    166,378	    260,915

Minnesota	    448,363	    361,808

Mississippi	    649,035	    787,768

Missouri	 1,054,081	 1,066,703

Montana	    307,545	    318,628

State	 Flashes	 Average Flashes 
		  In 2015	 2006 to 2015

Nebraska	    979,186	    747,311

Nevada	    187,587	    141,229

New Hampshire	      16,487	      24,721

New Jersey	      20,425	      48,688

New Mexico	 1.033,658	    792,932

New York	    103,018	    194,497

North Carolina	    415,306	    469,062

North Dakota	    335,265	    296,727

Ohio	    268,215	    412,702

Oklahoma	 1,181,718	 1,088,240

Oregon	      58,623	      53,420

Pennsylvania	    185,682	    293,286

Rhode Island	        2.728	        2,516

South Carolina	    291,590	    378,270

South Dakota	    690,465	    474,145

Tennessee	    451,210	    537,786

Texas	 4,071,174	 2,878,063

Utah	    240,682	    215,298

Vermont	      15,175	      29,958

Virginia	    256,350	    309,273

Washington	      24,789	      25,592

West Virginia	    118,212	    185,192

Wisconsin	    190,593	    276,142

Wyoming	    347,035	    279,632

TOTALS	 23,634,058       	 22,214,643

These cloud-to-ground lightning flashes were measured by the National Lightning Detection Network® (NLDN®) over the 
land area inside state borders.  The NLDN does not cover Alaska or Hawaii. The NLDN is owned and operated by Vaisala.
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Rank of Cloud-To-Ground Flash Densities
by State from 2006 TO 2015

State	 Ave. Flashes	 Flashes 
		  Per Year	 Per Square Mile

  1. Florida	           1,192,724	 20.8

  2. Louisiana	 813,234	 17.6

  3. Mississippi	 787,768	 16.5

  4. Arkansas	 853,135	 16.0

  5. Oklahoma	           1,088,240	 15.6

  6. Missouri	           1,066,703	 15.3

  7. Alabama	 747,187	 14.4

  8. Illinois	 792,479	 14.1

  9. Kentucky	 533,960	 13.3

10. Tennessee	 537,786	 12.8

11. Indiana	 451,499	 12.5

12. Kansas	           1,022,120	 12.4

13. South Carolina	 378,270	 12.2

14. Iowa	 674,486	 12.0

15. Georgia	 691,449	 11.7

16. Texas	           2,878,063	 10.9

17. D.C.	    683	 10.1

18. Ohio	 412,702	 10.0

19. Nebraska	 747,311	   9.7

20. North Carolina	 469,062	   9.5

21. Maryland	   81,506	   8.2

22. Virginia	 309,273	   7.7

23. West Virginia	 185,192	   7.6

24. Delaware	   13,922	   7.0

25. New Mexico	 792,932	   6.5

State	 Ave. Flashes	 Flashes 
		  Per Year	 Per Square Mile

26. Pennsylvania	 293,286	   6.5

27. New Jersey	    48,688	   6.4

28. South Dakota	 474,145	   6.2

29. Arizona	 606,742	   5.3

30. Colorado	 523,788	   5.0

31. Wisconsin	 276,142	   4.9

32. Michigan	 260,915	   4.5

33. Minnesota	 361,808	   4.3

34. North Dakota	 296,727	   4.2

35. Connecticut	   20,059	   4.1

36. New York	 194,497	   4.0

37. Vermont	   29,958	   3.2

38. Massachusetts	   24,823	   3.1

39. Wyoming	 279,632	   2.9

40. New Hampshire	   24,721	   2.7

41. Utah	 215,298	   2.5

42. Rhode Island	     2,516	   2.3

43. Montana	 318,628	   2.2

44. Maine	   53,378	   1.6

45. Nevada	 141,229	   1.3

46. Idaho	   82,194	   1.0

47. Oregon	   53,420	   0.6

48. California	   84,772	   0.5

49. Washington	   25,592	   0.4

These cloud-to-ground lightning flashes were measured by the National Lightning Detection Network® (NLDN®) over the 
land area inside state borders.  The NLDN does not cover Alaska or Hawaii. The NLDN is owned and operated by Vaisala.


